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quam fama potentiæ non ſua vi nix. 5 | i. 
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To fling the Bear upon his Bam; | | Þ 
But when th unaweildly Beaſt is throats . 
9 will * to Fog 158 —_— A REL 


WS. 5.2 


; go T _— 
. 4 2 on * —— 2 2 >? . * 
ä ; a — — —— — 
S F% 793 
* . 


Frinted br 4 MooRz near St, Pauls | 
ee. | 


—_— - 


— —————p ——ꝙ— 2 — — 


d 3 
4 Re + 
#44 
* 
75 * 
2 
— * * 
* S224 
WO 
— 
* 
» 
* 
* o Ly * 
: — 
* 
4 
* 
— 2 , vs $ 
Py £ 
; [1 
* 
? 
Cl 
* 
ad 
7 
0 
i . 
- * + 
: * 
* 
4 


o : : f & 1 
3 KI br * ö wee 
Ie AY 4 2 1 — 4 $: 44 8 oy 22 2 Dann 


CRAFTSMEN. 
A Sermon or Paraphraſe 
upon ſeveral Verſes in ius 
19th Chapter of the Acts f 
the Apoſtles. 


Shall not this Day; my Beloved, 28 
the uſual manner is, accoſt _ with 
the Scraps of a Verſe, oronly with a 
whole Verſe, out of any part of the 
j Rf Goſpel ; which Method is often made 
uuſe of in ſuch Places as this, purely 
— to avoid telling what goes before or 
comes atter; but ſhall chuſe for my Text the greateſt 
Part of the 19th Chapter of the 4#s : And in diſcour- 
ſing upon this Portion of Scripture, ſo fruitful in good 
Inſtructions and Examples, I ſhall confine my felf tag 
the following Method. I 2 —AA 
I. Erft, I ſhall make ſome general Obſervations up- 
on the Behaviour of the Apoſtle Pau! in his Miniſtry. 
II. Secondly, I ſhall diſcourſe more particularly upon 
ſe veral Verſes in this Chapter; and, | 1. 
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UI. Thirdly and Laſtly, I ſhall draw from the Whole, 
fome uſeful and ſeaſonable Inferences, and then con- 


clude. | 
| 1. I ſhall make ſome general Obſeryations upon the 
Apoſtle Paul. And 1 of all, my Brethren, it is note 
worthy, that Paul made the greateſt Change that ever 
Man did, even from a Perſecutor to an Apoſtle; two 
Characters as PRs as is that of Lucifer to an Angel 
of Light, As ſoon as Light from the Lord fell upon 
him, he no longer breaths Threatnings and Slaughter a- 
gainſt the Diſciples of the Lord, as he had in Fore-time, nor 
puts in Execution the Orders he had about him from 
the. High-Prieſt, or Archbiſhop of the nov, 6. brjug 
the firſt Chriſtians and Diſſenters of thoſe Days. bound 
th Feruſalem, On the contrary, tho* he was juſt before 
an hard-hearted Perſecutor for the Church by Law E- 
ſtabliſhed on a ſudden, he becomes a Lover of the 
Saints; and now, Behold he prayeth ! Acts ix. 11, | 
x/t, Let us learn a Leſſon "an hence, dearly Be- 
loved, as we go along; namely, that as ſoon as the 
Fear of the Lord entereth into a Man's Heart, the 
wh 7 oh of Perfecution droppeth out of his Hand. Peace 
which is the Badge of the Goſpel ; and Cruelty, which 
is the Coat of Arms of Satan, cannot dwell together. 
Behold be prayeth ! | | 
dh, It is obſervable, that when a Zealot leaves his 
Fariy, and turns Chriftian, how very apt the High 
Party are, ungratefully to forget all his former wicked 
Merit, which made him dear to them; and to perſe- 
cute him for Apoſtatizing into Mercy and Grace. 
While Paul continued the fiery Flayl of the Godly, the 
Prieſts held him in high Favour, and truſted him with 
their Ercleſtaſtical Commiſſion ; And for what? Why, to 
bring bound to Jeruſalem all-thoſe of this Wav ; Of what 
way? Why all that forſook the eftablifbed Synagogue, and 
* followed Chrit, 6 
3dly, Obſerve, my Brethren, that Conſcience and 
Non-conformity had the Powers of the World againſt 
them 1700 Years ago. Paul, the Blaſphemer, bad a 
Poſt 3 but Paul the Convert, Paul the Saint is allowed 
no Toleration ; yea they watched the Gates Day and/Night 10 
wall im; tor, Behold be Prayet!  afthhy 
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4thly, It is obſervable from the whole Hiſtory of Paul, 
that the Grace of God makes a Man both meek un- 
der Sufferingy, and bold for Chriſt. Here our Con- 


vert neither returns the Injury, nor ſlacks his Pace 


in planting the Goſpel ; both hard Tasks ! He risk'd 


his Life and laboured in the Vineyard without Pay; 
A rare thing in this our Days! when the firſt Motive 
for Overſeeing of Souls, is ſo much a Year. The A- 
poſtle drove nu Bargain;about Preaching, nor made a 
Market of Salvation. | 

Oh! my Beloved, how many dignified Drones have 
we in our time, who ſet up for a Likeneſs to the Apo- 
ſtles, without any Likeneſs 3 who take great Sums for 
mock Apoſtleſhip, when nothing thrives by their Mi- 
niftry, but their Belſlies ! This, my Friends, is lamen- 


table, but it is lamentably true. 


II. I haſte now to my Second General Head, and 


will diſcourſe particularly upon ſeveral Verſes in this 


Chapter. | | 
I begin with Verſe the 8h, And be went into the Syna- 


gogue, and ſpake boldly for the ſpace of three Months, diſputing 


and perſuading the Things concerning the Kingdom of God, © 
1ft, And he went into the Synagogue. Obſerve we here, 
Tf, my beloved Brethren, that as great Bigots as the 


Jecus were, and as great a Diflenter as Paul was, yet 


they ſuffered him to preach in their Syna goguess or 
Churches. He had a clear Stage, tho” perhaps not e- 

| Favour. Now think ye, my Friends, if the ſame: 
Apoſtle ſhould come among us here in London, at this 
time, that he wauld be permitted to preach in his on 
Church, unlefsthe firſt qualified bimſelt according to 
the Forms and Ceremonies of the Church of England 
by Law eftabl:{h'd 2 Or would he, trow ye, get any 


Preferment that the black Dons could hinder him from, 
in caſe he perſiſted to preach what his Maſter preached 


before him, viz.. that Chriſt's Kingdom was not of this. 
World? | | ; 

| 2dly, My Beloved, we may ſee here, the great Point 
of Paul's Preaching 5 He diſputed and perſuaded the Things 
concerning the Kingdom of God, Not a Word of his own 


ſpiritual Dominion z not a Word of Epiſcopal Dn 
N who 
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tho were to deſcend. as it were, from his Loins, and 


who, without his Inſpiration or Miracles, were to ſuc- 
c=ed him in what he never had ; worldly Wealth, world- 
ly Grandeur, and worldly Power; Things which al- 
ways marr the Kingdom of God, inftead of promoting 
it 5 there being no Fellowſhip between Chriſt and Belial. 
Let us now proceed to the 9th Verſe, and fee what 
that ſays ; But when divers were hardened, (obſerve he ſays, 


 evben divers evere hardened and believed not, but ſpake evil of 


that Way before the Multitude, he departed from them and ſe- 
parated the Diſciples, diſputing daily in the School of one Ty- 
rannus. 

The Prieſts, no doubt, who traded in Ceremonies, 
and knew nothing of Jeſus Chriſt, or of inward Holi- 
neſs, were nettled at a new Religion, which taught 
Men a plain Path to Heaven, without the Incumbran- 


ces of Sacrifices, or Prieſts, or Fopperies 5 a Religion, 


that a had profeſſed Enmity to all ſecular Gain and al} 
holy Trifling. — 
Marvel not at it, my Brethren, a Religion without a 
Hierarchy, and Godlineſs without Gain, will never 
pleaſe any Set of High Prieſts: Nothing will go down 
with them but Pride and Grimace, and the ready Pen- 


ny. Poor. Paul had nothing about him of all this, nor 


did he teach a Religion that had. All that he brought, 
was a Chriſt crucified. and Salvation in and through 
him. They therefore ſpake evil of that Way before the Multi- 
tude; that is, the Prieſts told the People that Paul was 
an Heretick, and his Doctrine was Schiſm ; but for 
themſelves, they had Antiquity and the Fathers on 
their Side. with an orthodox Church full of decent 
Types and Ceremonies, LF 

There needed no more to prevent the Apoſtle from 


doing any good among them So he departed from them. 


This was all the Puniſhment he inflicted on them and 
this was enough. He who had the Holy Ghoſt could 
ha ve inflicted Death or Miſery on them; but it was 
oppoſite to the Genius of his Religion, which allows 
ſpiritual Paſtors to feed their Flocks, but not force 
them, nor to puniſh them, if they refuſe to feed. If 


2 Man has not a Mind to be ſaved, he has the _ 21 


6 


of it himſelf; and what is it to the prieſts ? as Ma- 
{ter Selden well remarks. ta 

This, my Brethren, was the Primitive Excommu- 
nication. If you could work no good upon a Man; 
or if that Man worked Miſchief to you, or gave you 
Scandal; why you wou'd not keep Company with him, 
But to give him to the Devil, becauſe he was alrea- 
dy going to the Devil of himſelf, is to be a Miniſter 
of Ghrif the backward way. Befides there was no 
need of it. The Apoſtle in my Text, neither cur- 
ſes theſe unbelieving High Churchmen, who hardened 
themſelves againſt him, nor cenſures them, nor fines 
them; all which he who had the Power of Miracles 
could have done, had he liked it. He barely departed 
from them, And if he did not damn them for the ſake 
of their Souls, ſo neither did he ſurrender them to. 
Beelzebub for the ſake of their Money. He demanded 
not a gray Groat of them; So far was he from tel- 
ing them, Gentlemen, I am your ſpiritual Prince, pray pay 
me my Revenues, Paul was a Witneſs of the Reſurrecti- 
on, à diſintereſted Witnels, and claimed no Dues ; tho? 
others ſince do in his Name, without being real Wit- 
neſſes of the Reſurrection, or diſintereſted Witneſſes 
of any thing elſe about it. 

Diſputing daily in the School of one Tyrannus. Mark hete 
my beloved, that both Schools and Synagogues, or 
Churches, were open to him, tho' he was but a new 
Commer, and a Non-conformiſt. Mark, moreover, that 
he barely diſputed or reaſoned. He was a Stranger to the 
Doctrine of Compulſion, He was an Apoſtle, by virtue 
of whoſe Words and Power, all Clerical Acts are pre- 
tended to be done ever fince : and yet he himſelf did 
none, ſatisfying himſelf with ſaving Souls, by Exhor- 
tation and Jo Aſſiſtance of the Spirit, which are not 

Clerical 44s, He was the chief Paſtor upon Earth, and 
held his Commiſſion immediately from God, but he 
impoſed nothing but his Ad vice, Reaſon, and good 
Words upon thoſe that heard him. He could ha ve for- 
ced them (had the Spirit ſo directed) to have ſwallow- 
ed implicitly all he faid ; and either deſtroyed or di- 
ſtreſſed all that refuſed, But the Lord Chriſt, my 

| | | Brethren 
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Brethren, in his dealings with humane kind; never 


uſes Means that are inhumane. 
Here you may diſtinguiſh the Spirit of Chriſt from 
the Spirit of High Church. For trow ye, my Friends, 
that Chriſt or his Apoſtles ever delegated to weak and 
paſſionate Men, Powers and Privileges which, infalli- 
ble and inſpired as they were, they never aſſumed 
to themſelves, let us wonder, my Brethren, at the Im- 
pudence of ſome Men in black! | 
And this continued for the ſpace of two Years, Obſerve, 


it is not ſaid that he kept a Curate all the while. 


Let us go on to ſome following Verſes. And God 
evrought ſpecial Miracles, by the hands of Paul; fo that from 
his Body were brought unto the Sick, Handkerchiefs, or Aprons, 
and their Diſeaſes debarted from them, and the evil Spirits went + 
out of them, verſ. 11, 12. 

Obſerve, here are certain Signs of a Power from God, 
and they who pretend to a Power from him, without 
manifeſting the ſame by certain Signs. are certainly 
Cheats and Impoſtors. For, a Power given by the 
all-wiſe God, muſt be given for ſome certain End which 


will infallibly be brought about. It is not confiftent 


with his Wiſdom-and Goodneſs to give it, and yet 

leave uncertain that he has given it, when a plain 
Manifeſtation of it is of the utmoſt Importance to the 
World, and to the Purpoſes for which it is given. If a 
Man brings not infallible Proofs of his Power, how 
mall I know that he has it? Demonſtration muſt go 
before Conviction, and Conviction before Conſent. 


We cannot embrace for Truth, what we take to be a 


Lye. All which will farther appear from the follow- 
ing Verſes. | 

Then certain of the Vagahoud Jews, Exarciſts, too npon them 
80 call over them which had evil Syivits, the name of the Lord 
Feſus, ſaying, we adjure you by Feſus, whom Paul preacheth, 


V. 13. 
We may perceive here, that the Apoſtles had Apes 
in their own Time; Fellows who ſet up for their Suc- 
ceſſors, before they themſelves were dead. They were 
Exorciſts or Conjurers, ſo called, I preſume, from their 

pretending to diſpoſſeſs haunted Houſes, by the _ 
. ; : | D by 


— — 
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of Spells and forms of Words. They had now got 2: 
new Form of Wordt, and were going to Work with them ag 
faſt as they could, boaſting, no doubt, great things of their 
own Power. And indeed they took a politick Method to 
reſemble the Apoſtle, had they ſucceeded in it; but they 
miſcarried miſerably, as will be ſhewn anon. 5 

But what ſhall we ſay of ſome Moderns (more ſhameleſs 
than theſe Vagabond ew?) who will right or wrong, be 
Succeſſors to the Apoſtles, without doing any thing that is 
Apoſtolick, but what every reaſonable Man my do '28 

well. They ſhew no Signs but thoſe of Graceleſneſs and 
TOs 5 and do no Wonders, but in the Luxury of their 

wen; 5 F e, bg 
And there were ſeven Sons of one Sceva, a Jew; and chief of 
| the Priefls, which did ſo, v. 14. More ek Tow of 117 
racles! We ſee the Trade was growing ſweet, but the 
Sauce proved ſower ; for the ebil Spirit anſwered and ſaid, 
Jeſus I know, and Paul I know, but who are ye? An angry 


/ 


and contemptuousQueſtion, but full of good ſenſe. But the 


worſt follows: And the Man in whom the evil Spirit was, leapt 
upon them, and prevailed againſt them, ſo that they fled out of that 
Houſe naked and wounded, = DR 3 „ 
1. Obſerve here, iſt, That we may eafily learn what 
Power Men have from God, by their Power over the 
Devil. When Paul gave the Word of Command, the De- 
vil did not ſtand ſhilly ſhally, nor pretend to parly with 
one who was employed as the Lord's General, againſt ths 
Power of Darkneſs, but was forced to march Bag and Bag- 
gage; and glad, no doubt, that he could troop off in 2 


| whole Skin. 


| 1 They fled out 


But it is quite otherwiſe; when Interlopers and Craftſmen 
in hopes to make a Penny of Satan, pretend to drive him 
out of his Quarters, tho* they come in the Name of the 
Lord. The Devil, in this Caſe, ſets upthe Flag of Defi- 
ance, and tells them they are Scoundrels to their Faces; 
Who are ye? Well ſpoken Satan! They were Vagabouds, 
Jews and iy 76 and the Devil chaſtiz'd them accordingly. 

of that Houſe naked and wounded. The Devil got 
the ay and remained Maſter of the Field, and the Bag- 
gage. He prevailed againſt them, They forged a Commiſh- 
on, and the Lord Jeſus, whoſe Name they abuſed, would 
not Rand by them. » e 


* N 2. Let 


„„ > - 
2. Let us here, 2dly, my Friends, thiok it o ſhame 
_— a Leſſon {SIE the Devil, and \ake no ago hm *. 
o pretends, to command us in Matters, 0 ba 
Spee! Obedience, tho“ he comes in the f TN the 
T.ord. Let us examine him firſt, and try our ou eren 
upon him; Mbo are ye? A pat Queſtion and a proper 
beloved, never loſe ht of. it, e Wine geg 1 
Man would controul our Belief. Be not determined by, 
outſide Shape aan Colour. Along Gon ma 1971 12 
an Exorciſt, ut let us peep into his Infide, ſ earc his Li de 
He Princit les; 1 | try whether he is an Apoſtle in his, 
art and bis Actions; and if h he be not, let us, deſprle, 
him; yea, let us prevail againſt bim. 
37 Obſerve, dly, What greatand Sol DIS neries are 
carrried on in the Name of Chriſt J bas les, even, 
Conjurers and Formaliſts reap 5 5 Hervelte a it were, 


With the Sickle of the Goſpel. And if 1 ods 


could be praQticed, as it were, under this art 
Noſe; what | may not be done now. he is wry: ar. 0 
many Exorciſts, h ow, many Sons of, Stena, trow, ye, 

e at this time among, us, and in. t us enlig toned P ove: 
Aar Country? Great numbers, God wot, Ae reat 8 7770 
eties, Every Man, who, in the, Name of befor Þ wag 
0 aims to himſelf Gain or Dominion, is 8 4 * el. 


How 


* - ” * po p 


Judge ye now what ſwarms we have 


Guard againſt the Devil, who deſpi es += 


4. Obſerve from hence, athly, and laſtly, 1 0 IA 


Roald * the g 15 Wicked neſs. which is in. 1 Wore s L 
namely, becauſe we maintain an, Army 155 
vil, . whom an 75 in ene In t be es. he 
was. driven cut ot every; N a 1775 he p : 
very Corner ; 3 for why ? they, had Apoſtles, and. nears 
the Sons of Sceva, | 
And many that believed came ls onfſed, 4, and. frewed Fa 
Deeds, v. 18. that is many who had been deluded and miſ- 
led by theſe ama Deceivers, were. naw, undecei ved. 
And many alſo of ibem which, uſed curiaus Arts, brought. 83 
Books together, and burnt them before all Men; and they.counted. 
2: thePrice of them, and Jour it a e thouſgn Pieces of. Silver, | v. Fa 
How fertile muſt Rh 9 2 ve been in my; 
- rious and cogjuri 10 ms of. Nonſen 
and A muſt hs 1 Bens! what Gloſſes, Com- 
* mentaries, 


* 
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mentaties, and Ridles 7 For we may be Hit, iny Bel 
ved, theſe Wete/notBooks of uſeful Kd He dgg ard Lear. 
ings or Books that taught Virtue and Morality 5 fince 
uch, without doubt, the Apoſtle wonld have preſerved 3 
But they were jugling and conjuring Books, ſuch a8 con; 
rained Heathen Traditions, with falſe Miracles and falle 
Doctrines, and were probably full of metaphyficalDiſtincti- 
ons, and the commonertal Divinity of thoſe Days; ſich 
as Bundles bf fooliſh Sermons, Pagan Syſtems, Articles 


of their Faith, Formularies, lying Miſteries, Caballifti- 


cal Nonſenſe, and the high Church Pamphlers: of that 
Age; all oppoſite to the divine Truths utter'd by Pal. 
So fbi grew the word of God, and prevailed, v. 20. Take 
notice here, Men and Brethren, ch the ready way to 
make the $ — of God grow and prevail, was to burn 
all the Prieſts Books. Oh, my beloyed that our Eyes 
wy alſo opened! What Fuel ſhould we Rav for Bon- 
Nothing occurs remarkable between this and the 23d 
Verſe; which tells us, that 2be ſame time there ayoſe no ſmall 
Stirs about that, Way: And then follows the Reaſon. v. 24, 
25, 26, 27. For à certain Man named Demetrius, à Silver 
Smith, which mad ſi lber Shrines for Diana, brought no ſmall 
Gain to the Craftſmen, whom be called together, evith the Work- 
men of like Occiipation 3 and fad, Sen, je tint that by this 
Crafe be he u Wealth © Moveover, ye feb and bedr, that not 
alone a Epheſus, bt aloft through out bl) Afia, this Paul 
bath perſtaded and turned Atbay much People, Ie Jing, that the 
be tb Gods hich ave nds with Hühdt; fo that not only this 
our Craft is in Danger id be ſeb #t hokeht ; but alſo, that 
the Tennple of the great Gods Diana Jhoutd, be 725 , and ber 
Miapnificetice ſyoild be deftroyea; whom all Aſid and the Worll 
worſhipeth, 5 „ 
Anbtable Speech, and a far Confefion ! he kept 3 
Shop for the Deity, and got a World of Money by this 
godly Trade; 4hd rather than loſe it; he will oppoſe Chri- 
ſtianity, and maintain — Craft againſt Jeſus Chriſt. 
This mechanical Pris X 4 55 his Brethren, Retdiners 
to Diana, had loſt many kind Cuftomers by Pauls preach- 
ing; theit koly Gear began to lie upon thelt Hande; Folks 
* were'bpened, and the Cheat was. diſclo ad z Upon 
which the Reverend Dr. Demetrius and the whole Convo- 
< EW i” cation 
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6127) 15 
cation of Prieſts and Craftſmen, reſolve to accuſe the A- 
poſtle as an Enemy to the Church, and an Underminer of 
its Rights and Intereſts. Sirs, ſays Mr. Prolocutor, Ye know 
that by this Craft we have our Mealtb. Now, if this Paul 
goes on to perſwade People, as he does, that all our 
« Gain is built on Deceit, and that our Trade is of hu- 
& mane Inſtitution, our Function will fall into Contempt, 
& and we into Beggary. | 5 
All this was artfully addreſs'd to the Intereſt and Ava- 
rice of his Brother Craftſmen, who ſharing the Benefit 
of the Cheat, and living plentifully upon the Ecclefiaſti- 
cal Revenues of the eſtabliſh'd Church of Diana, had 


Motives ſufficient to engage them in the Defence of the 
ſaid Church and Cheat. 
No he has a Knack for catching the Bigots, by telling 
them, what Danger there was of the Church ; and leſt the 
Temple of the great Goddeſs Diana ſhould be deſpiſed, and ber 
| Maenificence be deftroyed, whom all Aſia and the World worſhip- 
ed. What pity it was that ſo pure and primitive a Church 
and the moſt Orthodox and beſt conſtituted Church in all 
Aſia, ſhould be in ſuch piteous Danger! my 
1. Obſerve here, firſt, dearly beloved, what Falſe 
Kna ves and godleſs Infidels theſe Prieftly Crew were. If 
they believed that their Miſtreſs, the Goddeſs, who had 
indeed the beſt accuſtomed Church in all 4fa, was as 
great as they pretended her to be, why did they mi- 
ſtruſt her Power to protect her own Grandeur, and de- 
fend her ſelf 2 eſpecially againſt a fingle Man, whom 
they repreſented as an Enemy to the Gods and their 
Church, and who was conſequently the more eaſy to be 
defeated or deſtroyed: But if they knew her unable to 
defend her Divinity, and ſupport her Church, with them 
her Prieſts and Tradeſmen ; then were they in reality 
Cheats and Uabelteyers, tho' outwardly grave and zeal- 


* 


ous Votaries. 
2. Take Notice, in the 2d place, of the wide Diffe- 
rence that there is between theſe high Prieſts Church, 
and the Bible-Church ! The Prieſts Church being a trading 
Church, and Money being her End, and Grimace her 

Ware; which were the Source of their Authority and Re- 
yerence. Whatever enlightned the People, marred the 
Market of the Priefts, By #his Craft us have our Marks ; 
While 


613.) 
« While we can byBrawling and Lying put off our Trum- 
e pery for Religion, it will always ſell 2 3 otherwiſe, it 
& will not be worth a Groat; let us contend for our 
* 'Trumpery, and cry, The Church]! Accordingly we find © 
the Auditory in the next Verſe actually praQtifang the Ad- 
vice given them by this High Church Preacher, and roar- 
ing for Diana of Epheſus, or, which is the ſame thing for 
the Church, By this Craft we bave our Wealth, 

This, my Friend, was the Spirit of the Prieſts Church, 
ſo oppoſite to that of the Bible-Church 5 which, being 
founded upon a Rock, fears neither Rain, nor Storms, 
nor Diſſenters, nor Falſe Brethren 3 yea, ſhe is founded 
upon a Rock, which. Rock is Chriſt ; and whoever truſts in 
him, and believes the Scripture, cannot think his Church 
in Danger. Indeed, if his Church is founded upon Hoods 
and Caps, and Cringes and Forms, and filthy Lucre, he 
may well dread the Judgment of God, and the Reaſon 
of Man; for they are both againſt him and his Dowdy, 
and his Church will totter as ſoon as ever common Senſe 
takes it by the Collar. By fearing for the Superſtructure, 
he owns the Foundation to be ſandy. By this Craft we 
have our Wealth. | 

Theſe Craſtſmen keep a Rout about the Danger of their 
Church, why, my Brethren, it ought to be in Danger, like 
a ſorry Bundle of Inventions and Gimcracks, as it was, 
But for the Pure, the Primitive Church of Chriſt, the Gates 
of Hell ſpall not prevail againft it. Lea, the Craftſmen ſhall 
not prevail againſt it, who are the ſoreſt Enemies it ever 
had — It is founded upon a Rock. Paul does not once complain 
in all the New Teſtament, that his Church was in Dan- 
ger, nor does any other of the Apoſtles or Evangeliſts- 
Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs away, but the Merd of the Lord abid- 
eth for ever, What ſay our Craftſmen to this ? either they 
know it not, or believe it not. Paul, whenever he men- 
tions Dangers or Perils in his Epiſtles, means Perils to his 
own Perſon : Nor did he by his own Perſon, ever in all 
his Life, mean the Church. But Paul had the Spirit of 

God ; he was no Craftſman, | 

We, my Beloved, who are Chriſtians, truſt to the Ve- 
racity of God, that he will for ever defend the Holy Re- 
velation that he has given us. Let us on our part, treat 
it as it becomes its Dignity and omnipotent Author, Let 
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(14) 
us not turn our Religion into a Play, nor diſhondur it 
with Baubles, as the Manner of the Popiſh Caftſmen is, 
who convert their Churches into Pupppet-ſhews and Mu- 
 fick-Meetings; and then when they are laughed at, cry 
they are in Danger. Pretty Fellows! to raiſe our Mirth 
_ whether we will or no, and then make us choak our 

ſel ves to keep it in. Their Craft is in Danzev #0 be ſet at 
Nought, They know its Value, and quake, left other Peo- 
ple ſhould know it too. Oh the Impudence of Craftſ- 
men! how boldly they mock God, and in his Name 
pick Pockets! | | Ee 

3. Let us obſerve, zdly, my Brethren, that che Chri- 
ſtian Religion, which prevailed againſt all the Powers of 
the World, cannot be in Danger from all the Powers of 
the World . And every Charch xa be in Danger but 
+ Chriſtian Church. Let us praiſe the Lord, my Chriſti- 
an Friends, that our Church is ſafe. 
Proceed we now to the 28th Verſe : Aud when they 
Peard theſe ſayings, they were fall of Wrath, and cryed ont, ſay- 
ing, Great is Diana of the Epheſians. | 
1. We may rematk here, firſt, My Friends, the violent 
Effects of a hot Seermon, however abſurd and villanous. 
Here this Dr. Demerrins, whoſe Craft was all his Religion, 
lugs Heaven into a Diſpute about his Trade, and tacks 
che Sal vation of his Hearers to the Gain he made of his 
Shrines ; yet this awaken'd rio Indignation in the ſeduced 
and ill judging Auditory 3; but ſtraight they were fall of 
Wrath, and cvied ont, ſayint, Great is Diana of the Epheflans : 
The Church! the Church! mes 
2. 2dly, We may remark, that Ignorance is the Mother 
ef Zeal. They were full of Wrath, For what? Why for 
Diana of Epheſus, A God created by a Stone- cutter; an 
inſenſible Piece of a Rock, guarded by 2 Band of Prieſts; 
who, hard #s it was, picked à fine Livelihood out of it. 
But Pax! had opened ſome Mens Eyes, and the Loa ves 
2 to comꝰ in but flowly. This enraged the Craſtſmen, 
and they entag'd the People. The Prieſts loft Cuftomers, 
and the People loſt their Senſss, Such is the Power of 
Del ſton over dark and flavifſh Minds! Let but the Prieſt 
point at a Windrail} and cry the Church is falling, his 


Congregation will veritare their Brains to ſtop the Sails. 
What 4 rare Army does Zeal raiſe, wheri Religion and Nea- 
. fondo not ſpoil the Muſter, or ſtop their March! The 


( 15.) 

The next is the 29th Verſe 3 Aud the whole: City Was + fled: 

eith Gonſuſion.3 and having, caught. Gaius and Ariftarehug,, 

Men. of cedonia, Paul's Companions in Travel, they. ruſhed 
* wah wo into, the yp Conf Wh 4 

ols City ua: onfuſton. o doubts, 

n Church, was the Cry, and the L, had begun it? 

: urs N but their Way, and allow. them but to aflere 

their own Claims, they will quickly, turn all things, Huy: 

man and, Divine, e par 5 is a whole City 

Dao 1525 Lanzen on, Pye! y beeauſe a, Branch of the 


10 2 nfamo n nd ieroligy ous; was- like 
8 the Wee * 9d preached b bn Dual, 
. 73 


ews, Sirs, that. 8 is — ſo lying 
952 ſo vile, th % , . will not juſtify. They knew that 
eir Churcl was a Creature of their own. compoſing 5. 


that the Worſhip, perfor d in it 2 a Burleſque-wor- 


TDs con ived elves and * ee Kenſeels 1 © 
mage; and they, knew that ſhow impudent 
Defufion, framed by i094 „„ yet, yOu: 


100 my, Beloved, how: they raiſe e and Earth, 
Sings of their. Fargeries, and Superſtitions Not a. 
Tittle wilt they part with, not 2 Shrine, not a Ceremony. 


No, 1e ef than th 17 te publiſh ls they deceive the 
People, t ery, ſaber Piety, they raiſe a Sedition,. and 
om found all ings. By this Cxaſt we haue our Mealth, 


Id here, adly, the: different Beha viour- of Truth 
* Ea 4 1h in other Words, of Paul and the Crafe/-. 
men! When contend for Truth, they, do it calmly, 
becauſe. they 258 aer it will ſupport it ſelf. But Error, 
conſcious of. its weak Foundation, flies inſtantly / for Sup: 
port, to and I — Paul rea ſons peaceabl y+ 
and a Deng deceives, ſcoldb, andi raiſes, a 
| o 5 t . 40 5 15 Thew, me one Mab; 
of Tailing in W. eſtament 
e ed no Mabis he neithee-blended, Po- 
18. 9 he had na fachous, 
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Deluſions and bold Impoſitions of the reigning Prieſts ; 
and hence began the Rage of Dr. Demetrius and his Mob. 
3. From this you may learn, 3dly, my Friends, that 
one Man, with Truth on his Side, is enough to frighten 
a whole Army, yea; a whole Hierarchy of Craftſmen, and 
to defeat them if he has but a fair Hearing. You ſee al- 
ſo the graceleſs Methods that red-hot High Priefts take, 
to confute ſuch a Man: Firſt, they dreſs him up as an 
Athieſt and an Enemy to the Church, and then ſet the 
Mob upon him; for the Law was not againſt Paul, as 
we ſhall ſee preſently, and yet they meant to deſtroy 
Paul againſt Law. An implacable Tribe! no Power can 
ſatisfy them, that has either Mercy in it, or Bounds to 
it: Craft is their Calling, and Lies and Violence the Tools 
of their Trade. | . 

Oh, my Chriſtian Friends! what Wolves are Men, yea 
what Wolves are Prieſts, when they have hardened them 
ſelves againſt the Grace of God? Without Meekneſs and 
Peace there can be no fuch thing as the Fear of the Lord 
witneſs Dr. Demetrius and thoſe that are like him. Let 
us pray for their Amendment, that it would pleaſe the 
Lord to take away their reprobate Mind. 

And having caught Gaius and Ariſftarchus, Men of Mace- 
donia, Paul's Companions in Travel, they ruſhed with ene ac- 
cord into the Theatre, Ons . 

Gaius and Ariftarchus, Diſſenters to be ſure, and Non- 
conformiſt Preachers] Men of Macedonia; Foreigners too, 
ever the Averfion of High Church! Paul's Companions in 
Travel, How ! bare Companions ? Methinks that is ſome- 
thing familiar, unleſs perhaps they were Lords Archbi- 
ſhops of ſome Country where they did not refide. But 
Paul you {ee had no ſpiritual Pride, nor received his Fel- 
low Chriſtians upon the Knee, as ſome who pretend to be 
his Succeſſors at Rome, and elſewhere, do in our Days. 

They ruſhed with one accord into the Theatre, Ay, they had 
got their Prey, a Brace of Non-cons, and carry'd them in- 
to the Play houſe to bait them. What heoping and hol- 
lowing, I warrant ye, about the Two godly Chriſtians ! 
How many Fanaticks, think ye, they were called, and 
Diſturbers of the Peace of Diana's High Church? Doubt- 
leſs they were charged with writing Books and Papers 
_ againſt Diana's Clergy, and the Eſtabliſh'd Gew-gaws 3 


and 


„ 


| (#7 
and perhaps, Paul was ſuſpected for having a Hand in them: 
and ſome of his Epiſtles were produced to make good the 
Charge. Well l here they are, the Prieſts their Accuſers, 
the Mob their Judges, and Truth their Crime Men and 
Wickedneſs are ſtill the ſame 3 we have ſeen the like in 
our Times. = TL 
And when Paul world have entered in unto the People, the Diſci- 
ples ſuffered bim not, v. 30. Here is, on one hand, the Bold- 
neſs of a Man, who has God for his Guide; and on the 
other, the Prudence of Men who knew the Mercy of Prieſts 
and Mobs. And therefore, certain of the Chief of Aſia, which 
avere his Friends, ſent unto him, deſiring him that he could not ad- 
venture himſelf into the Theatre, v. . 72 
The 32d Verſe is pregnant with Inſtruction. Some there- 
fore cried one thing, and ſome another; for the Aſſembly was confu- 
ſed, and the more part knew not wherefore they were come together, 
Some cried one thing, and ſome another, The true Genius of 
a Rabble, led by their Prieſts and their Paſſions, againſt 
Peace and againſt Religion! They are united in their Zeal 
to do Miſchief, but they differ how they ſhall go about it. 
They are for the Church, Diana's Church, it is true; and 
{hew it by Rage and Noiſe ; but they are under no Rules, 
except the general one taught them by the Craftſmen, viz- 
to be fierce for the Church, againſt the Apoſtle; for the 
reſt, every man is his own Maſter, and every Man will be 
heard firſt. Lu 18 
A rare Picture of our preſent Mob, headed by one of 
themſelves in a Gown ; I mean, our Modern Demetrius. I 
think the Man is no great Crafeſman ; but he has got Diane 
in his Head, and he himſelf is in the Head of the Rabble : 
But as to the Point of Underſtanding, he may throw him 
and his Rabble together in one ſhort Prayer and cry with 
our bleſſed Lord when the Fewiſh Priefts were putting him 
to Death, for bearing Witneſs againſt their carnal Inventi- 
ons, their Hypocriſy and their 8 5 Father, forgive ibem, 
for they know not what they do, | 
The Aſſembly was confuſed, There was no Order, no Rea- 
ſon, no Moderation among them. The very Type of our 
High Church Mob again! And the more part knew net where+ 
fore they were come together: That is, tho', as I ſaid before, 
they came determin'd to do Miſchief yet they were at 2 
Loſs what Species of it to go about, till their General, the 
Prieſt, gave them the Word. Oh, my Beloved, let us la- 
ment the horrible State of thoſe poor unregenerate Souls 
a | e whoſe, 
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Whoſe Paſtors feed them with Poiſon inſtead of the Food of 
Life, and teach them Rage inſtead of Religion. Take 


Warning, Sirs, I ſay unto you, take Warning; beware of 


Diana and her Craftſmen, and cleave to your Bibles as you 
love your Souls. > 1 

And they drew Alexander out of the Multitude, the Jews (the 
believing Fews) putting him forward, And Alexander beckin'd 
with his Hand, and would have made his Deſence unto the People. 
But when they knew that he was a Jew, (that is, a believing 
Few) all with one Voice about the ſpace of Tuo Hours, cried out, 
Great is Diana of the Ephefians, v. 33, 34. 

Was there ever ſuch a Couple of Twin Cafes as theirs 
and ours! Verily, our High. Church Bigots and Ragamut- 
fins are the undoubted Deſcendants of Diana's Tories at E- 
pbeſus Sixteen Hundred Years ago. Nor is the Breed one 
whit mended ; they are ſtill the Black-guard of the Craftſ- 
men, blind, outrageous. and loud. * 

We too, my Brethren, would, like the good Alexander in 
my Text, make our Defence unto the People; but they 
will nor hear us, Pray marke the different manner of our 
diſputing from theirs, and the contrary Arguments we uſe ! 
ee appeal to the Bible; they cry, #he Church! and anſwer the 
Word of the Lord with a Brickbat: Oh horrible! 

Great is Diana of tbe Epheſians] High Church for ever! 
ani *tis likely they ſwore to it. This was the Cry for the 
ſpace of two Hours, Poor Souls! it was all they could ſay, 
and all that their Prieſts had taught them to fay, Great is 
Diana of the Ephefians { Was ever Church more pithyly 
defended, certainly the Craftſmen of our Days have lear- 


ned their Logick from their Epbetan Predeceſſors. Great is 


Diana of the Epheftans. I have heard a Sermon a full Hour 
_ upon the ſame Subject, and yet not more ſaid, nor 
better. l 

Vou have already, my Belo ved, heard two Speeches, one 
from the Craftſmen, and the other from the Mob. Dr. De- 
metrius being in the Chair, tells his Brethren of the Trade, 
that by zbis Craft (obſerve, by this Craft I) they bad their 
Wealth, This is the firſt part of his Sermon; and in troth, 
he puts the beſt Leg foremoſt, and uſes his ſtrongeſt Ar- 
gument firſt; he fairly puts the Streſs of his Faith upon 
the ready Rhino, and in the very Dawn of his Diſcourſe, 
ſhews him to be Orthodox. I dare ſay the whole Convo- 


cation was convinced. He has however, a rare Gudgeon 


behind for the Mob, and what ſhould that be, trow ye, but 
; | 1 2 
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2 Charge of Hereſy againſt Paul? The, Apoſtle had the © 
Aſſurance to publiſh, forſooth, that they be no Gods which are- 


made with Hands, Terrible Atheiſm againſt the Eftabliſh'd 
Divinity ! apdgow.ſee what a bitter Spirit it raiſed, | 
This, my Friends was the Prieft's Speech or Sermon: 
Now hear the Mobs Speech once more, for it is a Rarity, 
as we ſay in Barkſbire. Why they cried out till their Throats 
were jadded, Great is Diana of the Epheſians; and lugged a: 
Couple of painful Diſſenting Miniſters into the Bear garde 
where I am ſorry we muſt leave them to the Mercy o 
High Church-men. To Os „55 
Now, my Chriſtian Friends, you ſhall hear a third Speech, 
which by its Honeſty, Moderation, and good Senſes, will re- 
freſh you after all the Kna very and Impudence, in the 


Craftſmen, and all this Sottiſhneſs and Fury in the People. 


And when the Toæun Clerk had appeaſed the People, he ſaid, Ye 


Men of Epheſus, what Man is there that knoweth not how that 


the City of the Epheſians is a worſbipper of the great Goddeſs Dia- 
na, and of the Image which fell down from Jupiter} Seeing then 
that theſe Things cannot be ſpoken againſt, ye ought to be quiet, and 
do nothing vaſhly : For ye have brought. hither theſe Men. which are 
neither Robbers of Churches, nor yet Blaſphemers of your Goddeſs. 
WWherefore if Demetrius and the Craſtſmen which are with him, 
have a Matter againft any Man, the Law is open, and there are 
Deputies ; let them implead one anotber, v. 35, 36, 37, 38. 

This is the Speech of a Layman = a Lawyer ! Think 
ye not; my Friends, that he was a Low Church- man? I 
wot Be Wk o. 3, 3 a 

Seeing then that theſe Things cannot be ſpoken agai nſt. Righ t, 
Mr. Town-Clerk ! their Dowdy Image was Eſtabliſh'd by 
Law; and if it had been a Brosmitick it would have had 


the Prieſts on its fide, and muſt have been worſhipp'd : 
' Wherethe Carcafy is, there cuill the Ravens be gathered together. ä 

Le ought to he quiet, and to do nothing raſbiy. So they would 
if the Prieſts had let them alone. But the Craftſmen had 
goaded their Sides with the, Cry of the Church, till the 


0 | ( 20 ) 
And the Image which fell down ſrom Jupiter, fell down from 
Jupiter! what great Lyars ſome Prieſts are, my*Beloved ! 
They will needs fetch all their Fables and filthy Ware out 
of Heaven it ſelf; and yet who has Tefs Intereſt there? 
Their very Ballads and Raree-ſhews are father'd upon Di- 
vine Right. Oh Sirs-the brazen Front of ſome Men! The 
Town: Clerk here conforms himſelf to their manner of ſpea- 
king : But take my Word for it, the Man knew better. 

© The Image which fell down from Jupiter. As I was juſt now 
ſaying, all the Prieſts Lumber comes from God; and yet 
they are ſcared out of their Wits leſt Man ſhould take it 
from them; as if God could not defend his own Gifts and 
Inſtitutions. This prepoſterous Conduct bewrays them. 
Either they believe not in God; or know that they bely_ 
him: Both Caſes, my Brethren are very common. Whoſo- 
ever feareth the Lord, need not fear what Man can do unto him. 

Mr. Town-Clerk proceeds. For ye have brought hither theſe 
Men which are neither Robbers of Churches, nor yet Blaſphemers of 
your Goddeſs, Well urged, If the Men are Innocent, why 
do ye abuſe them 2 If they preach falſe Doctrine, why do 
* ye not confute them? If they come not to your Eſta- 
* bliſh'd Church, why do ye not convince them that they 
* ought to come? Or, becauſe ye cannot Anſwer them, do 
© ye therefore Mob them? It is plain, that the honeſt Men 
* have neither ſtolen any of your Madam's conſecrated 
* T'inkets, nor called her Whore. 5 - 

Wherefore if Demetrius and the Craftſmen which are with him, 
baue a Matter againſt any Man, the Law js open, and there are 
Deputies, let them implead one another, © Pr Re 

Better till! This is Reaſoning now; a Practiſe the 
Craftſmen do not care for; the Arm of Fleſh is their beſt 
Argument, and at that too they are generally laid in the 
Dirt © Gentlemen, ſays the Town-Clerk, it is evident ye 
* diſtruſt your Cauſe, by not truſting the Merits'of it to the 
Law. All external Advantages are for you; ye are in 
your own Town; ye have moſt Friends and moſt Money 
and let me tell ye too, Gentlemen, ye ha ve moſt Aſſu- 
© rance, elſe I ſhould never have found you here bawling 
for your Church and breaking the Law, and to your eter- 
nal Scandal, beſetting with your Numbers a tew harm- 
leſs Men, whoſe only Arms lie in the Innocence of their 
Lives, and in the Force of what they ſay. If you are 
vanqui ſh'd at th-ſe Weapons, have the Honeſty to own it, 
or for ſhame be ſilent, If theſe Men, Gentlemen, ſpeak, 
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Support of their Impoſitions. 
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* 2gainſt the Law, why puniſh ye them not by the Law? 
* But it ye have no'Law againſt them, neither haye they 
* any Tranſgreffion. 5 
What Anſwer, trow ye, did the Craftſmen, of their 
Calves, the Multitude, make to this? Why verily, ſuch an 
Anſwer, I gueſs, as they are wont to ma ke to us every Day: 
I ſuppoſe they damn'd him for a Whiz, and ſo got Drunk, 
and went Home. | 
Oh, my Friends, the deplorable Condition of Men that 
are out of Chriſt ! And ſuch are they who take their Reli- 


gion from the Craftſmen, The Worſhippers of Diana would 


have been as Outrageous for one of her Beagles, had the 
Craftſmen told them that the Beagle came down from Fupi- 
ter. My Brethren, let us cleave to our Bibles, yea, I ſay 
unto you, let us cleave to our Bibles. 

III. I come now to my Third and laſt General Head, 
namely, to end my Diſcourſe with a ſhort Word of Appli- 
cation, having, as I went along, anticipated my ſelf, and 
made ſeveral Obſervations which would elſe have ariſen 
patly here. e 


The great Inference I ſhall make is. that Graſtſmen or | 
Hieb Churchmen are at odds with Conſcience and Truth, and 


afraid of them. And indeed to do them Juſtice, tho? in re- 
Htion to Ged and Religion, there is no believing what they 
fay ; yet whenever they reaſon from their own Intereſts, 
they reaſon well. By this Craft we have our Wealth. As to 
their flouriſh about Diana and her Higb Church, it has not, in 
Point of Argument, common Senſe in it. All they aſſert is, 
that all Aa worſhipped her; as if, becauſe Diana was then 
uppermoſt, therefore Jeſus Chriſt ought to have been kept 
undermoſt. They could not ſtand Pauls Logick ; he ap- 
peal'd to Facts, he appeal'd to Reaſon, he appeal'd to Con- 


ſcience. | 


They therefore, (that is, Diana's Higb Prieſts, or the Over- 
ſieers of her Fopperies, and Fingerers of her Gain) form a Deſign 


to oppreſs a Man whom they could not anſwer. There 
was no bearing it, that Men ſhould be conducted in their 
Religion by inward Conviction and the Grace of God, and 
not by them, who had no Advantage from either, for the 


Beſide, if all external Trumpery and Grimace in Reli- 


gion, were certainly ridiculous and vain, as the Chriſtian 


Religion certainly teaches : If Poſtures, Cringes, Shrines, 
Muſick, and the like bedily Devotion, were ſo far from e 
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nifying any thing, that they were a certain and genius 
Cantradition to the fimple Inſtitution of Jeſus. whoſe 
Will was fulfilled by believing in him, and living well; 

then were the Craftfmen like to be but little Reverenced, 
and to have but little Cuſtom for their Shrines and their 
ſmall Wares ; a Prieſt dreſs'd up in an antick Coat, and 
making Mouths before a dead Image, would make a mer- 
ry Figure before the People, inſtead of an awful one, as 
formerly; and. in the midſt of all their holy Hubbub and 
Svlemnity, a Chriſtian need but ask them one hort Que- 
ion, Who required theſe Things at your Hands ? and they were 
confounded. = 4 
What do they do therefore in this Caſe? Db they de- 
fend their Church-gear by Reaſon, or by Reaſon confute 
Paul? No: Paul afferted, that they be no Gods aubich are mads 
with Hands ; the maſt ſelf evident Truth that ever was aſ- 
ferted by any Man. They cannot anſwer it; nor yet will 
they own themſelves in the Wrong ; but they will puniſh 
the Apoſtle for being in the Right. Well; in order to 
this, do they go to Law with him? Not that neither ? Paul. 
and his Companions had offended no Law: They were 
peaceable Men; they were loyal Subjects, and good Li- 
vers: They were Contenders for Virtue and Piety; and 
they had not utter'd a Syllable againft Diana's Idol, but 
you er trom the Eternal Truths which they de- 

wered, . „ 8 | 4 
What Courſe then do the Craftſmen take with them? 
Why, a very extraordinary one in it ſelf, but very com- 
mon with them; even the Courſe of unprecedented Pa- 
wer and Oppreſſion. They were chargeable with no Le- 
gal Crime ; All their Offence was, that they enraged the 
Craftfmen, by opening the Goſpel Day light, upon the 
dark Minds of the miſled Multitude. They therefore 
fhew their Rage, and have the innocent Men ſeiz'd and 
deprived of their Liberty, without the ſhadow of any 
legal Proceſs againft them. Nay, it does not appear that 
they had yet found a Name for the Crime they alledged, 
but the Men were confined at Random, and probably put 
10 great Charges. FFC 31 

This ſhews their Spirit; and the Prieſtly Rage will be 
oratified over the Belly of Truth, of Innocence, of Hu- 
manity, of Law, and of Religion its felf, It gannot brook 
the leaſt good Office done to Human- kind; all its Ab- 
ſurdities are ſacred; aud yet nothing is ſacred enough 19 
ein moll 
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mollify or refrain it, ever unforgiving ever gnaſhing im = 


Teeth. Truth will perpetually be its Foe, and therefore 
it will perpetually be in a Flame. 5 
And this ſhews too the Amiableneſs of an oppaſite Spi- 
rit ; I mean, the amiable Spirit of the Goſpel : Where did 
ever our Bleſſed Saviour, who held all Power in Heaven 
and Earth, and could command Legions of Angels, where, 


or when did he, in the midſt of Dangers, Oppoſition, and 


Abuſes, ever oppreſs or puniſh even bis unbelieving and 
implacable Enemies? Where did ever Paul, who had the 
Power and Aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, and who had 
the Power and Aſſiſtance of Miracles, where and when did 
ever he ſhew any Reſentment to his bittereſt Foes among 
the Jeuus, or his moſt idolatrous Gainſayers among theGentiles? 
And what Account is to be given for this Diametrical 
Oppoſition between theſe two Spirits? I mean the Spirit 
of the Goſpel, and the Spirit of High Prieſts 2 Why, none 
but this, that Chrift and his Apoſtles ſought no Empire 
but over wickedneſs and Error, by the ſole Means of Grace, 
Gentleneſs, and Perſwaſion; and they who have oppoſite 
Ends to ſerve, muſt bring them about by Deluſion, Vie- 
lence, and Force. This I will maintain is a certain Cri- 
terion to mark out Truth and Falſhood, and true and falfe 
Teachers. And I defy all the Prieſts upon Earth to ſhew, 
that the Internal Religion of Jeſus, wants for its Stay or 
its Advancement, the External Influence of worldly. Paw- 
er. It was always pureſt and flouriſhed moſt, when all hu- 
man Power was againſt it. Slaves and Hypocrites may be 
made by it; but Religion rejoyces in Liberty and Sdineerity 
When Men are angry in Defence of their Opinions, and 
oppreſs for their ſake 3 let them not belye Chriſt, and 
ſay, it is for him; but let their Paſſions be made te an- 
ſwer for what nothing but their Paſſions can produce 
Why muſt Ambition, Avarice, and Revenge, be father d 
upon Religion, which abhors them all? Why muſt Bit- 
terneſs and Cruelty, be laid at the Door of the Fathes 
of Mercies ? Pudet bæc opprobria nobis, ©, 1 f 
We cannot bear ſuch Violence offered to our Reaſon 
and our Language, as any longer to hear Things called 
by wrong and unnatural Names; or to ſee barbarous and 
impious Actions varniſh'd over with holy Colours and 
godly Pretences. It gets the better of our Patience, and 
is an Affront to our Religion, We cannot find Chrif 5 
Actions of Belial; ner ein we ſee the Holy Man in the On. 


preſſor. 
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preſſor. They that would reſemble 7eſus ry muſt do 
as he did, and not do what he never did; and they who 
will in any Caſe follow the religious Meafures taken here 
by the Liolaters of Diana, in the Caſe of Paul, muſt forego 
their Title to Chriſtianity, and argue as theſe Idolaters did, 
By this Craft we have our Wealth : And then the Religion of 
the New Teſtament will not be profan'd in their Quarrel. 
But why ſgize Paul, or any Body that belong'd to him? 
Is one Man ſuch a Terror to many, that he muſt be puniſh'd 
before it appears that he deſerved any Puniſhment at all; 
and before he is heard; or is it dangerous to hear him? 
And are they afraid of his Defence in a legal Trial, as 
much as of his Preaching and of his Reaſoning ? | 
It is plain that downright Oppreſſion, that is, Power 
without Law, was the whole Scope of their Proceedings, 
and Revenge their only Motive. It is plain, that Paul was 
not running away: His whole Bufineſs was to publiſh 
Truth; he was at Zpbeſus on purpoſe ; he did it every 
Day; he preached in Publick ; he taught in their Syna- 
gogues, he diſputed in their Schools. And he did all this fo 
publickly and ſo effectually that the Arch Craftſman char- 
ges him with having ferſwaded and turned away much People, 
Ay, that grip'd , his Reaſoning prevailed, and the Craft 
was in Danger. 1, | 
Let us now, my Beloved, mark the very different Situa- 
tion of Paul and his Adverſaries; they were in Poſſeſſion of 
an Eſtabliſh'd Church, and of all its Revenues, and of the 
Superſtition of the People, who run mad for the Church 
at the Pleaſure of the Prieſt, The Law, no doubt. was par- 
tial to them, being made by Men of their own Religion; 
and the Judges and Magiſtrates were all of the fame. The 
People were of Opinion that their Church was of Divine In- 
ſtitution and that Heaven was on their Side. The Philoſo- 
phers, and all they who govern'd their Schools, and had 
the Education of Youth, were of that Church, being every 
one Heathens, except perhaps a few who judged tor them- 
ſelves, and could diſtinguiſh Natural Religion, inſtituted 
by God, from the abſurd Medley of Rituals, invented by 
the Prieſts. The Chriſtian Religion was as yet but in its 
Infancy. In ſhort, the Craſtſmen govern'd all Things; 
Earth was in their Poſſeſſion, and Heaven they pretended 
was the Champion, Hh HE | 
Here are Securities and Advantages enough to put Truth 


out of Countenance, had Truth been amongſt them: = 
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reality, ſhe wants'not ſo many. But Falſhood can ves & 'Y 
'have enough. The Craftſmen knew this, andſhew'd that © 


they did ſo by their outrageous Behaviour. 2 
Loet us now view Paul, and ſee what terrible Arms he 
bears that are fo frightful to the Craftſmen ; he was a. 
Stranger; he was a Diſſenter; he had no Equipage to daz- 
zel Peoples Eyes; no pompous Garments to win their Re- 
yerence, nor Wealth to bribe their Affections; he ſought 
no Popularity, by indulging Men in their Vices, or encou- 
raging them in their Errors. In ſhort, all the numerous 
Advantages of his Ad verſaries, the Prieſts, were ſo many 
Obſtacles and Diſadvantages to him, the Apoſtle. To con- 
clude, he had only Truth on his Side; which render'd him 
an Over-match for all the Prieſts then in the World. All 
the Privileges all the Advantages he defired, was a fair 
Hearing. This, it ſeems, he had obtained of the Town ; 
and ĩt had its Effect. Here was his Crime: and here began 
_ Prieſtly Fury, the fierceſt, the moſt brutiſh of all o- 

thers. | 

Shameleſs Men! was it not enough that Reaſon and Re- 
ligion were both againſt you; and that you would neither 
be Proſelytes to them your ſelves, nor ſuffer, with your 
Wills, that others ſhould : But muſt you likewiſe be pro- 


claiming #heir invincible Power, and your own Imbecility © 


and Nakedneſs, by virulently ufing direct, undiſguiſed 
DE ſtop their Mouths 2 What Impudence ! What 

olly | | 

What! you that boaſted your Conformity to the Law, 
and your Eſtabliſhment by the Law! you that were the 
Poſſeſſors of all Scholarſhip! that were Propietors of the 
Arts and Sciences, and of the great Endowments given for 
their Support! you that inſtructed the Young and the Old, 
and controul'd the Conſciences of both ! you that were the 
ſacred Adminiſtrators of Religion ! you that ſhut and o. 
p2n'd Heaven and Hell ! you that were the Privy-Coun- 
cillors of the Gods! In the Name of Amazement, what 
could undermine you; what could annoy you; or. if you 
are not hurt your ſelves, why do you oppreſs others? By 
this Method you do but ſhew your cloven Feet. Jus we 
know, and Paul we know, but who are ye? 
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